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Ph.D. Completion — Exit Survey

= Data

* 1406 surveys from completers
* 18 institutions
* Collected from May 2006 through August 2008

" Survey topics
* Major factors contributing to completion
* Aspects of selection/admission processes
e Availability and quality of mentoring and advising
* Extent and adequacy of financial support
* Program environment
* Curricular processes and procedures

* Research experiences
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Limitations

No demographic data to ensure confidentiality of
respondents

No data on populations by broad field or institution

* Findings not generalizable to larger population of completers

* Unable to use statistical tests to identify significant differences

Two different forms — long form and short form

* Reduced sample size for questions not on short form

e Slightly different wording on some questions

Very small sample size of noncompleters (n=59)
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Institutions in the Sample

Arizona State University

University of California, Los Angeles

Cornell University

University of Louisville

Florida State University

University of Maryland, Baltimore County

Fordham University

University of Michigan

Howard University

University of Missouri—Columbia

Marquette University

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

North Carolina State University

University of Notre Dame

Pennsylvania State University

Western Michigan University

Université de Montréal (Canada)

Yale University
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Number and Percentage of Respondents, by

Broad Field of Study
Broad Field of Study RT:I;:)‘EZZ zfs Perc;‘;zlge of
Engineering 227 16%
Life Sciences 205 15%
Mathematics & Physical Sciences 359 26%
Social Sciences 294 21%
Humanities 321 23%
Total 1,406 100%
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Main Factors Contributing to

ResEondents’ AbilitX to Comglete the Doctoral Degree
Professional/career _
. 29
guidance

Social

group support
Y emory | -
support)

60 80 100
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Various Aspects of Selection and Admissions

Information about job placement of recent -26
graduates available *
Information about Ph.D. completion _36
available
Program requirements presented in clear _87
written form
Received/aware of Graduate Student
I -
Handbook
Doctoral program offered formal _70
orientation
University offered orientation workshop _76
Campus visit before enrolling in program _62

20 40 60 80 100
Percentage of respondents

o

Note: *As a percentage of those who were asked this specific question

Council of Graduate Schools




Various Aspects of Selection/Admissions, by Broad Field

B Engineering @ Life Sciences @ Mathematics & Physical Sciences B Social Sciences E Humanities

Doctoral program
offered additional |
formal orientation

University offered
orientation workshop

Campus visit before |
enrolling in program

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Percentage of respondents
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Access to Feedback and Mentor, and Satisfaction
with Mentor Relationship, by Broad Field

B Engineering @ Life Sciences E Mathematics & Physical Sciences O Social Sciences B Humanities

N 94
Satisfied with quality of relationship with %9;3

*
mentor(s) o
92

. 77
Had access to someone who prov|ded m_‘sj-

advice on academic and professional T8

matters (beyond immediate research I
project d

Received regular feedback from advisor

and/or program about academic progres 88
—87

Note: *As a percentage of those with access to
0 20 40 60 80 100




Financial Support During Program, by Broad Field

@ Offered guaranteed multi-year financial support at

admissions _ _
B Received financial support during program

Humanities

Social Sciences

Mathematics &
Physical Sciences

Life Sciences

Engineering

70
overal _




Number of Years of Guaranteed
Multi-Year Financial Support, by Broad Field

Humanities

Social Sciences
—25

Mathematics &
Physical Sciences

Life Sciences

Engineering

Overall

B 2-3years @4-5years B 6 or more years

18
|64
28
2
|73
|22
|65
13
116
|58
26
|13
|68
19
12
| 66
22
0 20 40 60 80

Percentage of respondents
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Type of support, By Broad Field

B Engineering E Life Sciences @ Mathematics & Physical Sciences @ Social Sciences E Humanities

Private/external, mﬂ?—‘
nationally competitive 30

14
fellowship or -~ | 36
scholarship 16
s |
59
| Resegrch. 66
assistantship stipend 45

78

University/department LAy 63 o

fellowship or |48
scholarship

66
50

81
Teaching

: : : 77
assistantship stipend 56 -
51

0 20 40 60 80 100
Percentage of respondents




Effect of Teaching/Research Assistantships on
Length of Program, By Broad Field

Teaching Assistantship Research Assistantship
W Decreased length of program B Decreased length of program
B Increased length of program @ Increased length of program
100 100

Percentage of respondents
Percentage of respondents
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Percentage of Respondents Who Took
Loans, By Broad Field

100

90

80

70

Percentage of respondents
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o
|
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20 -
10 A
O -
Engineering Life Sciences Mathematics Social Humanities
& Physical Sciences
Sciences
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Amount of Loan, By Broad Field

Humanities

Social Sciences

Mathematics &
Physical Sciences

Life Sciences

Engineering

ATy
\-_0 g

B $15000 or less E $15001 - $25000 &= $25001 or more

|53
13
33
|4
19
41
|35
15
50
|33
20
47
o7
24
49
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Percentage of respondents
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Program Expectations Clearly Articulated During
Various Stages*, by Broad Field

B Engineering @ Life Sciences B Mathematics & Physical Sciences B Social Sciences B Humanities

N A NN K .
Dissertationdefense (.~~~ =9
96

N N N N NN NNy g3
85

Dissertation (ABD)
stage

it IR TR R R
Qualitying B

examinations 3 o

BN AN MR NMARNARANSAAN N SA N ARRANMANARANNAANNSANNSAN NN 836

Preliminar ]
y 89

examinations
97

N N N NN el os

Coursework 34
95

*Note: As a percentage of those 0 20 40 60 80 100
whose programs included that stage Percentage of respondents
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Research and Publications Opportunities
While in Doctoral Program

B Engineering O Life Sciences & Mathematics & Physical Sciences @ Social Sciences E Humanities

48
63

Published on own research while in %76

program g7
92

mw
Provided opportunities to work in 47

interdisciplinary teams or participate in 140

interdepartmental reading groups 57
44
65
Provided research opportunities to 71

prepare for dissertation research before %77
conclusion of coursework 82
84
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Percentage of respondents






