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Results of Google Search on Relevant Results of Google Search on Relevant 
TermsTerms
• “Interdisciplinary graduate”: 10 million

• “Multidisciplinary graduate”: 1.7 million

• “Transdisciplinary graduate”: 220,000 
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What is a Discipline?What is a Discipline?
• Evolved system for organizing scholarship

• Distinctive set of methodologies

• Cultural norms

• Critical mass of participants

• Professional society

• Specific journal(s)
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Disciplinary ProgramsDisciplinary Programs
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Interdisciplinary Graduate EducationInterdisciplinary Graduate Education
Prepares students in a manner that 
integrates and synthesizes methodologies, 
perspectives, terminologies, information, 
concepts, and/or theories from two or more 
disciplines or bodies of specialized 
knowledge to enable them to creatively 
advance fundamental understanding or to 
solve problems beyond the scope of a 
single discipline.
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Multidisciplinary Graduate EducationMultidisciplinary Graduate Education
Provides students with exposure to 
methodologies, perspectives, 
terminologies, information, concepts, 
and/or theories from two or more 
disciplines or bodies of specialized 
knowledge to enable them to creatively 
advance fundamental understanding or 
to solve problems in ways.
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Multidisciplinary ProgramMultidisciplinary Program
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Drivers for Formation of Drivers for Formation of 
Interdisciplinary Graduate ProgramsInterdisciplinary Graduate Programs
• Interesting questions are found at the 

interfaces between disciplines
• Desire to solve natural and societal 

problems that are inherently complex
• Generative technologies stimulate new 

areas of scholarship
• Flexibility in organizing graduate education
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Factors to Support Interdisciplinary Factors to Support Interdisciplinary 
Graduate ProgramsGraduate Programs
• Faculty leadership and vision
• Commitment by core faculty
• Adequate financial resources
• Supportive rules and culture
• Committed support staff
• Favorable administration
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Strong Leadership is Important!!Strong Leadership is Important!!
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Barriers to Interdisciplinary Graduate Barriers to Interdisciplinary Graduate 
ProgramsPrograms
• Administrative/Organizational 

• Resource allocation structures

• Inadequate funding levels

• Cultural differences between disciplines
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Interdisciplinary Graduate Interdisciplinary Graduate 
Programs are TransformativePrograms are Transformative

Multidisciplinary

Interdisciplinary

Disciplinary
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SummarySummary
• Many institutions have developed 

successful models of Interdisciplinary 
graduate education. 

• For some, it is a challenge to create, 
finance and sustain such programs; for 
others, part of the campus culture.
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