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Ph.D. Completion Project

Data Submitted (as of July 6, 2005)

Completion Data for 369 programs from 27 
universities
36,000 students (Research Partners) + 8,000
students (Project Partners)
Attrition Data from 26 universities
Aggregate Demographic Data from 25
universities
Exit Surveys: first batch of 200+ exit surveys 
from 7 universities



Ph.D. Completion Project

Database Construction 

Even distribution across broad fields
Representative demographic distribution
10 program areas with 10 or more universities 
represented (English, Political Science, Physics, 
Chemistry) and 11 program areas with 5+ 
universities
Preliminary analysis



Ph.D. Completion Project:
Workshop Overview

Introduction
Preliminary Data Analysis
Graduate Dean Leaders on Project 
Interventions
[Break]
“Table Topic” Discussions



www.phdcompletion.org

http://www.phdcompletion.org/
http://www.phdcompletion.org/index.asp




Ph.D. Completion Project

Anticipated Challenges

Qualitative Data Submission
Exit Interviews

Intervention Implementation
Assessing Implementation 

“Pre-Project Assessment Templates”
Benchmarking
Transparency



Best Practices / Overcoming 
Challenges

1. Exit Survey Implementation (Response 
rates & non-completers)

2. Exit Survey Implementation (Adapting 
existing exit survey)

3. Exit Survey Implementation 2 
(Electronic)

4. Data Readiness: Attrition Templates
5. Intervention Assessment
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